RISK Cinema, Spring 2006
 
Europe on the Edge
This season, RISK Cinema features innovative documentary and narrative films that engage the radical social, cultural and political changes on the eastern fringe of Europe, from Berlin to the Balkans. The series is co-sponsored with the Center for European Studies at the University of Florida.  Tickets are $4 for the general public and $3 for students.  
 
Tuesday, January 24 at 7:30 p.m.
Intervista:  Finding the Words, Anri Sala, color, DVD, 26 minutes
Klodi, Adrian Paci, black and white, DVD, 30 minutes
 
In Intervista, Albanian artist Anri Sala discovers a twenty-year-old 16mm film, the record of an interview with his mother, the former head of the Communist Youth Alliance. However, the soundtrack has been lost.  Sala reconstructs the words with the help of a school for the deaf and dumb.  The subsequent confrontation between his mother and her past creates a compelling reflection on personal and official history.   
 
Albanian artist, Adrian Paci escaped to Italy during the chaos and anarchy of Albania’s 1997 civil war.   Klodi is based on a touching, dramatic and sometimes absurd tale told by an Albanian whose story parallels Paci’s own experience as an émigré. Paci’s work was recently featured in the 2005 Venice Biennale, the Contemporary Arts Museum in Houston and at the Museum of Modern Art in New  York. 
 
These films will be introduced by Kerry  Oliver-Smith, Curator of Contemporary Art, Harn Museum of Art, University  of Florida.  They are screened in conjunction with a lecture by Harn Eminent Scholar speaker, Dr. Boris Groys on January 31 titled “The Post-Communist Condition:  Art and Identity in a New Europe.”
 
Tuesday, February 7 at 7:30 p.m.
The Empty Center by Hito Steyerl, DVD, 62 min. 1998 
Potsdamer Platz, once the center of Berlin’s economic and political power prior to WWII and a deadly minefield during the Cold War, was rebuilt by transnational companies after German reunification.  The Empty Center closely follows the processes of urban restructuring from the 1990 proclamation of a socialist republic on the spot by squatters and eight years later, the construction of Mercedes Benz headquarters on the same location.  Steyerl focuses on Potsdam square to discover traces of global power shifts, and the simultaneous dismantling and reconstruction of borders.
This film will be introduced by Barbara Mennel, Assistant Professor, Department of German and Slavic Studies and the Department of English, University of Florida.
Tuesday, February 21, 2006 at 7:00 p.m.
New Europe, Old Europe: Balkan Masculinities in War Cinema
Lecture and screening, Tomislav Z. Longinovic.  Free admission. 
 
Dr. Tomislav Z. Longinovic will lecture on Balkan masculinities represented in war cinema with film clips drawn from Underground by Emir Kusturica, Cabaret Balkan by Goran Paskaljevic and Before the Rain by Milcho Manchevski.  According to Longinovic, these films are the symptoms of an internalized culture of "self-Balkanization," articulated by the filmmakers as a response both to the exclusion of their native lands from the Western vision of civilization and as an implicit critique of the domestic glorification of righteous uses of violence.  Tomislav Z. Longinovic is a Professor of Slavic and Comparative Literature at the University of Wisconsin-Madison.
 
Professor Longinovic will be introduced by Dragan Kujundzic, Chair and Professor, Department of German and Slavic Studies, University  of Florida
 
Tuesday, March 21 at 7:30 p.m.
Head-On by Fatih Akin, DVD, 2004, 121 minutes 
 
A marriage of convenience between two troubled Turks living in Hamburg dramatically changes both of their lives in this narrative of displacement and longing.  Akin explores clashes of identity and cultural pride among Turks who either move to or are born in Germany.  Winner of the Golden Bear in Berlin, Head On is a multilayered and fairly unsparing look into Turkish culture and its assimilation into Germany.  Akin is member of a new generation of Turkish Germans that has been heralded as the new face of German film.
 
This film will be introduced by Amy Abugo Ongiri, Assistant Professor, Department of English, University of Florida.
 
